Remarks by HE Ambassador Yamamoto at MFA 100 Celebration Concert

[bookmark: _GoBack]It is my great honor to cohost this occasion today to celebrate MFA 100, and I would like to thank the communication department, regional department and many other sections of the Ministry for Foreign Affairs who made it possible.  I would also like to thank Ambassador Salo & DG Mr. Lähdevirta for their kind words.

Congratulations for MFA 100.  For the past 99 years out of such 100 years, your Ministry has kindly extended heartwarming treatment to Japan.  This is really part of the fortunate story for my country, and I am all the more obliged to celebrate this moment with many respects and appreciations.

I first met today’s MC, Ms. Kotkajärvi, 5 years ago in Tokyo, and for the past 5 years out of 100 years, your Ministry has navigated partnership of enhanced dynamism with Japan.  This is really my good fortune to be able to witness and join such process together with Johanna-san and many other colleagues.

The spirit of Suomi 100 will surely be inherited this year, and we will continue to see many cultural, social and other events in Finland.  Partner countries will also keep going to organize such occasions.  East Asian countries is no exception, rather I am proud of our activeness in promoting this cause.

The Republic of Korea, for instance, have recently given us enormous impression on the Korean artistic and operational beauty through their classic performance in Tapiola Hall, traditional festivity in Savoy theatre and so on.

The People’s Republic of China, their long-standing talent as big performance organizer has well been demonstrated in many places of Finland, and will be proved soon again in Chinese New Year at Keskuskatu next month.  The arrival of Pyry & Lumi at the Ahtäri zoo has just put another piece of Asian charm.

If Japan can add something else, that should be the beauty of human-to-human collaboration.  The value of human collaboration is very Japanese, and I believe it is very Finnish too.  Mr. Tomoya Nakai & Ms. Eva Alkula is the very representative of such Japanese-Finnish human collaboration as from 2006, both representing and combining the very core of the respective traditional arts.

I am privileged to welcome the duo and appreciate their presence with us.  Many thanks to Nakai-san & Alkula-san, many thanks to Johanna-san, and many thanks to you all.  Pallion kiitoksia.
