EDFE] LMESTOIWWARKXFEERE (1 A2 1H) : Remarks by Ambassador Yamamoto at
the screening of “Snow Flower” at Maxim Theatre on 21 January, 2019
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My name is Yamamoto and I am the ambassador to Finland. I have only seen the trailer
of the movie, but even the trailer made a profound impression on me. I have been
looking forward to seeing the full movie for the past few weeks.
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I would like to express my heartfelt congratulations to Producer Watai, Director
Hashimoto, and all of the cast and staff who created this beautiful movie. I express my
heartfelt gratitude to Director General Soini, Business Finland, Visit Finland, and
everyone who has been committed to screening this beautiful movie in Finland.
Congratulations. And thank you.
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In recent years, Japan and Finland have been rapidly developing a strategic and
practical partnership, while keeping an eye on the situation in Europe as a whole. The
expansion of business relationships is no exception. This is thanks to partners in
Finland such as Director General Soini, Finnair and Ambassador Siukosaari. The
number of Japanese companies operating in Finland has surpassed 200. By how much
might this increase this year?
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The foundation for this is the personal connections we have cultivated for many years.
This year is the 100th anniversary of diplomatic relations between Japan and Finland.
“Snow Flower” begins this important year, and shows us how beautifully the scenery of
drama, music, nature, and above all people, can come together in Finland and Japan. It
is a great delight for us.
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Connections between people. In April, the Japan Philharmonic Orchestra will visit
Finland for a performance celebrating 100 years of diplomatic relations. The founder of
the orchestra, Mr. Akeo Watanabe, in fact lived in Helsinki at one time. Although it was
almost 100 years ago, the circle of people around the Watanabe family are still now lively
and strong.
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Meanwhile, it was only very recently that legendary Finnish rally driver Tommi Méakinen
teamed up with Toyota. Last year, in only their second season, the team right away took
hold of the world rally championship.
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I think that the human relationships, of both long and deep relations of trust, or of short
but still deep relationships of trust, are different to any other country, and are the unique
dynamism between Japan and Finland. This time, through the movie “Snow Flower”,
Japan and Helsinki, Japan and Levi, Japan and Finland were connected.
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When you meet for the first time you say “Hauska tavata” —but we are past this stage.
From the second time you say “It’s been a while” —“Pitkasta aikaa”. 1 look forward to
seeing how relations between people, no less beautiful than this movie, are created as
greetings of “Pitkésta aikaa” pile up.
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If this beautiful movie is eventually screened at many movie theatres in Finland, the
relationships connecting Japan and Finland will surely become deeper. Hoping from the
bottom of my heart that this will come true, I extend you this greeting tonight.



