Ladies & Gentlemen,

BHSE

thank you for your coming to our Self Defense Forces day reception. It is my great honor to celebrate
the 68™ anniversary of JSDF with all of you in the happiest nation, Finland.
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68 years of our history is the history of training, education, and capacity building. At the same time,
it is the history of disaster relief operations. Since the establishment of SDF, it has been committing to
the variety of HA/DR operations such as floods, earthquakes, volcano eruptions and epidemic
preventions.
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Some of you may remember, 11 years ago, the great earthquake and tsunami struck Japan. At that
time, SDF, first time ever, set up the Joint Task Force to tackle this disaster. The total strength was
about 100 thousand troops, the largest size of operation ever.
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large-scale joint operation, setting up command & control, continuous logistics, with taking care of
morale and welfare of troops. We also had bilateral operation with US as Operation Tomodachi, and
cooperation with other partner countries, in close coordination with other ministries and local
governments.
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We got lessons learnt from it. And we reflect it on to our current activities including COVID-19 related
operations. In that sense, disasters have trained us. Now we are ready, more than ever..
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Not only the readiness itself, the other 2 elements could be more decisive. One is the people’s
resilience. SDF only can support people, and the most important thing is the people’s resilience. We,

Japanese people has been showing it through recovery from the damages caused by disasters. We know



the people of Finland also have it as the SISU spirit, showing it through its history. Today, we see such
great resilience among the people of Ukraine.

Fx NHLORSHELSIMIBE LT HHEDON 25685 Z 42 ET, —DlE, Ax DS T
T, BFEKIE, KFICBWT, A#ZEL TV AICBEEEA, ROEEROIZ, HHO
A% DIBEITT, HRNE, ZTNETHL OO RBIBKEFICEE L ZNEMALTEE L,
Flo, 74TV ROAx b EHREZEL, SISU OFff e LT, 2Otz R L T& %
L7z, Z LT BIEDLNDIUT, ZORRIBEE, U7 FAFTDALIZRD Z ERHRET,

Another element is partnerships. International partnership is becoming more and more important.
And the security of Europe can’t be separated with that of Indo-Pacific. So, the highest level visit of
Finnish Ministry of Defence and Defence Forces to Japan would be golden opportunities to deepen
our bilateral defence cooperation.
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I sincerely appreciate all of Finnish Defence Forces and defence industries a lot for every day’s support.
And also, my colleagues, Defence Attachés and your families, thank you so much for your cooperation.
This is my, with my wife also, great honor and precious experience to spend time and work with you
together. I hope to continue working with you. Thank you so much.
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